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What does a university concentration mean? 

A concentration is an alternative course track within a major representing at least 30% of its 

requirements. 

Choose a major, concentration, or specialization 

A major, concentration, or specialization is the field of study – the discipline associated with your 

program of study. In general, this training includes basic courses as well as the additional requirements 

necessary to complete the program. 

Does a concentration represent a degree? 

Surely not. A concentration is a specialized field of study. Depending on the university where you wish to 

study, you can choose an undergraduate or graduate concentration without any additional courses, 

while the diploma attests to your level of education. 

Are you at university or would you like to go? 

So, you chose a major, is that enough? For some, the answer is 

yes, for others no. 

Cornerstone offers a variety of concentrations and minors to 

support your business degree, for example. The path you choose 

depends on what you are aiming for and your professional 

interests. Understanding the difference between a 

concentration and a minor can be confusing, so we'd like to 

make it easier for you to understand so you can make the best 

choice for your future. 

A minor or a concentration, what is the difference? 

The minor gives the possibility of choosing another field for your study program. It is a secondary 

academic specialization that allows students to acquire skills in additional areas. It is not necessarily 

linked to the major. For example, you can declare a major in business administration, and a minor in 

psychology. 

A concentration refers to a specific major. This concentration must be in the same field. For example, 

within business administration, a complementary concentration could be management, finance, or 

marketing. All three areas are related to business administration. There are no additional courses a 

student must take to obtain a concentration in a program. 

 



Choose the best path for business 

The good news is that choosing a minor or a concentration is a good decision. However, you can prepare 

for your career by selecting the right field of study. For a business degree, there are many options and 

specific areas of study. If you want to have a secondary education to your major, it is wise to choose a 

minor. For example, if you are studying for a degree in business administration and you have the idea of 

traveling, you could choose a specific language as a minor. If you have an interest in the business field 

and want specific training or preparation, choosing a concentration such as finance or accounting will 

help you get there. Acquiring additional education always helps prepare you for a career after 

graduation. 

What is the advantage of doing a minor? 

Personal interests! 

The biggest advantage of declaring a minor is that it offers you the possibility of being trained in areas 

that interest you even if they are not related to your future career. You specialize in business, but this 

does not prevent you from studying the philosophy in which you have an interest. 

Your major provides you with the skills you need to kick-start your career. A minor allows you to learn 

new skills that are not part of your major. You can choose a minor that somehow complements your 

major or declare a minor based on your personal interests. 

What is a Double Major? 

Double majoring basically means pursuing two degrees at the same time. Unlike pursuing a minor 

(which involves completing approximately 18 hours of credits), pursuing a double major involves taking 

all the required classes and credits necessary to earn the degree. 

Students pursuing a double major must complete two sets of requirements to graduate and/or earn a 

bachelor's degree after graduation. This means that students can pursue two fields of study. Some 

students use a double major in related fields, like business and finance. Others, in two different areas of 

interest, such as psychology and economics. 

Why double major? 

Most assume that a double major makes you more competitive in the job market. Two majors could 

earn you higher incomes right out of college. It allows students to focus on two related or unrelated 

disciplines. About 25% of all undergraduates have a double major in their bachelor's degree. A study 

published by Cambridge University Press found that “students who double major in business and a 

STEM field typically earn more than those with just one major. You'll get a more well-rounded education 

and a unique skill set you can use in your career.” 

What are the two majors? 

Choosing a major can be a long process and choosing a double major is twice as laborious. It's important 

to choose a primary major first in the direction of your second major, even if both require equal 

attention. 

 



Advantages and disadvantages of a double major 

Is pursuing a double major a guarantee for your educational career? It depends. Here are some pros and 

cons of choosing this route. 

If you are aiming for a career in an extremely specific concentration, a double major might be a good 

idea. It will, however, set you apart from the rest of the pool of candidates for almost any position. 

As a media production major, I would take another major in marketing because the two fields naturally 

overlap, but marketing is also where I want to apply my creative skills. Someone else's second major 

may be sports management because that's where they want to apply their media production skills. Try 

to choose two majors that interest you and that you would like to invest your energy in, but it is best to 

choose two that might have some overlap in course requirements. 

Choosing the right pair of majors depends on your ultimate goals and what you would like your career to 

look like. A second major helps you shape and refine your career path. 

How will I handle stress? 

Maintaining two majors could eventually impact the amount of stress you experience and affect your 

grades in the long run. Before embarking on the double major, be sure to really plan your classes and 

any other extracurricular activities you participate in. 

Also, stay in touch with your advisors for both majors. These relationships will be critical to your success. 

If you decide to go, start early to avoid conflict. 

What do I get out of it? 

While you will certainly gain self-esteem and praise from friends and family upon graduation, you also 

want to have a tangible goal in your ambitions. Some people pursue a dual major to increase their 

chances of landing their dream job by limiting their training to a specific position. 

Others do it as backup, for fear that their first major won't work. Another reason could be simply 

because you are genuinely passionate about two completely different disciplines and want to explore 

them. 


