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Field experience may be credited as practicum and Prior Learning may also apply as credits 

The comprehensive Master program in Christian Child Development/Christian Early Childhood Education is designed to prepare students to be 

independent scholars in research and education professions. To meet this objective, we make three guarantees to students admitted to the program with 

intensive research experience. 

What is an intensive research experience? 

Research experience and expertise distinguishes the doctoral degree from other degrees in higher education. Doctoral students are offered many and 
varied opportunities to gain research experience through graduate research assistantships, working on faculty research projects, designing and carrying 
out research through a doctoral seminar, and thesis and dissertation research. We ensure that students experience all phases of a research project 
from conceptualization and design to data analysis, presenting results at a professional conference, and submitting scholarly papers to peer-reviewed 
journals. Our students present their work at local, state, regional, national, and international conferences and have their work accepted and/or 
published prior to graduation. Because our faculty members engage in a wide range of research using a variety of methodologies, students have 
opportunities to conduct qualitative and quantitative research, secondary data analysis, and to use various methodologies such as survey, interview, 
and observation techniques. 
 

Virtual Campus 
 
We provide you with many tools to ensure your success. Most important of all, every CCU student is assigned a tutor and an academic advisor. Once 
you login to the student section of your CCU Virtual Campus, communications and assignments can be sent directly to your tutor and academic advisor 
for any question you may have. They will respond within 24-48 hours. 24/7 access to Distance learning: Complete assignments online or offline for your 
convenience.  



Step by Step guides including video, explanation and example for each course. All materials can be access on all web browsers including Mozilla, 

Firefox and Google Chrome. Direct interaction with all aspects of the university including advisor and tutor. Access to hundreds of new online courses 

which you can select from. 

Goals of the Master Program: 

These goals are achieved through a combination of course-work, internships and authentic experiences with research, development and teacher 
education. 

 Understand the field of early childhood education in terms of research, curriculum, policy, teacher development and student learning. 

 Develop, carry out and report independent research in some area of early childhood education. 

 Become outstanding teachers/advisors of college students. 

 Understand the role of service in the university setting. 

Core Courses and Topics in Education 

 

Dimensions of Learning 

Technology 

Practicum 

Measurement and Evaluation 

Classroom Management 

Psychology of the Exceptional Child 

Curriculum Planning 

Reading in the Secondary School 

Instructional Leadership 

Supervision of Instruction 

Research Methods & Procedures 

Effective Teaching 

Teaching Strategies 

Reading Skills & Comprehension 

Issues and Innovations 

 
CED533 Applications of Research (3-hour) 

This course reviews various applications of the action research project. Students explore factors related to conference presentations 

and public speaking, and communicating findings to various agencies and organizations. The process of using research projects as the 

basis for grant writing is also examined. 

 



COM543 Professional Communications (3-hour) 

This course provides new graduate students in Cornerstone Christian University programs with an introduction to strategies for academic 

success within the University of Phoenix adult learning model. Topics include oral and written communication, methods for finding and 

evaluating course resources, critical thinking, the purpose and use of portfolios, program standards, stress and time management, and tools 

for collaborative learning, in preparation for team assignments in future classes. 

 

CED583 Introductions to Educational Research 

This course focuses on the foundations of educational research. The purpose of research as it impacts decision-making and educational 

practices will be explored. Students will be introduced to the various elements of an action research project, including problem and purpose 

statements, writing style, literature review, research design, data collection, and data analyses. The steps involved in the process of 

conducting research will be discussed 

 
CED593 Critical Issues in Education 

This course is designed to allow students to explore current educational issues in the context of their social and philosophical foundations. By 

analyzing these controversial topics and their impact on education in today's society, students utilize critical thinking technique’s to make 

philosophical decisions and take a stand on the issues. Changing social conditions, cultural influences, and moral education are discussed in 

relation to schooling. 

 
CED603 Introduction to Early Childhood 

This course provides a background of early childhood education including the development of care and educational arrangements for 

young children. Public policy development, program models, and theories of early childhood education are introduced. Emphasis is 

placed on professional standards and current issues in the field. Organizational factors to consider when administering early 

childhood programs are explored 

 
CED613 Growth and Development in Early Childhood 

This course examines the theories, concepts, and trends related to early childhood growth and development from prenatal development 

through the early school years. It examines the physical, social, emotional, cognitive, and language and literacy development of children. It 

discusses both typical and atypical development of children of diverse cultural backgrounds. It includes observation and activities to guide 

teachers and caregivers in providing opportunities that support the physical, social, emotional, language, and cognitive development of all 

young children. 

 



CED623 Methods of Teaching in Early Childhood I 

This course provides a solid foundation in program content and methodology for the teaching of language and literacy, the arts, and 

physical activity and physical education to young children, including children with special needs. Curricular content, modifications, 

development of hands-on learning experiences, integration of content area standards, the impact of new technology, and cultural and 

sociopolitical contexts are explored. A foundation in effective teaching methodologies in the content areas is provided 

 
CED633 Methods of Teaching in Early Childhood 

This course provides a solid foundation in program content and methodology for the teaching of social studies, science, and mathematics 

to young children, including children with special needs. Curricular content, modifications, development of hands-on learning 

experiences, integration of content area standards, the impact of new technology, and cultural and sociopolitical contexts are explored. A 

foundation in effective teaching methodologies in the content areas is provided, including classroom management 

 

CED643 Early Childhood Assessment Strategies 

This course provides exposure to a variety of assessment technique’s in early childhood education, including children with special needs. 

There is a focus on structured observations, use of behavioral rating scales, psycho-educational screening tests, and assessment of 

parent-child interactions. Formal and informal parent contacts, interviewing techniques, the use of technology in the assessment process, 

and referrals to school and community resources also are explored 

 

CED653 Early Childhood Play Theories 

This course is designed to increase the understanding of children's play and how it may be used effectively in early childhood academic 

programs. Theories of children's play and how to use play as a foundation for learning are explored. Play is considered in relation to the 

motor, cognitive, language, and social and emotional development of young children 

 

CED663 Family and Community Involvement 

This course provides an awareness of the general interdependence of culture, family, and child. Specific goals and functions of various 

societies, as well as the impact of social stress on families, are examined. The course also focuses on urban problems such as class 

differences, parental expectations, and academic learning. The development of knowledge and appropriate strategies for planning family and 

community members' participation in socio-cultural and learning activities are stressed. 

 

 

 



CED673 Foundations of Early Childhood Curriculum 
 

This course provides a framework for organizing teaching and curriculum in early childhood education. It examines the purpose, function, 
and impact of curricular models in early childhood education. In addition, the course examines the educational objectives, content and 
structure, and assessment procedure for creating learning environments. The course also analyzes the role of the teacher in relation to 
curriculum development and implementation for early childhood education. The course ends with the development of a segment of a 
curriculum model. 
 

CED683  Action Research Proposal &Child Development Project 
 

This course focuses on the role of the school principal as a catalyst for developing and for maintaining collaborations with families, 

business and community groups, and the media to support a school's vision and programs. Candidates analyze the research on school 

and community relations and its implications for their particular school. They also examine ways of learning about the nature of 

community resources, interests, and needs; establishing reciprocal relationships; the use of conflict resolution and decision making 

tools; and ethical issues when working with families, business, community, and media groups. In addition, candidates plan a social 

action project that involves school, families, community, and the media. Based on the research student prepare a project in an area of 

child development that serves to solve a problem in the early childhood 

 
 

Course: CED700 Thesis Research Project                                       (9 credits 125,150 words 

Master Thesis: This final course culminates the entire course of studies and research required by this program. This is a very involved 

endeavor and will require an undivided attention. 

Student allowed choosing their own research topic and getting it approved by the Thesis Review Board. Upon the approval of the research 

topic, a proposal containing the first three chapters, table of content and partial bibliography must be submitted to The Thesis Review Board.  

The Review Board will review the research proposal. The board will either approve it, approve it with recommendations, or denied it. If the 

thesis is denied, a separate fee will be required for revisions. Students are solely responsible to present the research project as required the 

first time to avoid any denial proposal and extra fee.  



Upon the final review and grading of the final research project, the student will submit two bound copies to the school. One will be graded, 

endorse, and return to the student and one copy will remain the property of the school.   


